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Executive Summary
Westmeath County Council in conjunction with Longford County Council and supported by
Transport Infrastructure Ireland and ROD-AECOM are progressing the development of the N4
Mullingar to Longford (Roosky) project. The project aims to improve an existing 52km section
of the N4. This section of the N4 is a single carriageway road that passes through or close to
several settlements, including Ballinalack, Rathowen, Edgeworthstown, Longford and
Newtownforbes. We are working to improve safety and connectivity between Mullingar and
Longford (Roosky) and enhance overall accessibility in the region and to the West/ Northwest
by resolving the network deficiencies along this section of the N4 route.
The first non-statutory public consultation on the project ran from 8th May 2020 until 26th June
2020. The purpose of this consultation was to gather information on the Study Area and
Constraints. As COVID-19 government restrictions were in effect during this period, the public
consultation format was adapted to ensure compliance with government restrictions and
guidelines. In light of the restrictions, approximately 9000 public consultation brochures and
questionnaires were distributed to properties located within the Study Area including the towns
of Longford and Edgeworthstown. These brochures provided information on the project
including the need for the project and what was happening now, a map of the project Study
Area, a project consultation roadmap, contact details for the Project Team and how further
information could be obtained. Details on how to submit feedback were also enclosed.
As highlighted in the brochure more detailed information was made available online via a
dedicated project website or, whilst recognising that online information could not be accessed
by everyone, by post if required. Other communication methods were also utilised to take into
account restrictions on public movement at the time including the, dedicated project email and
dedicated project phoneline. These various communication channels allowed the Project
Team to provide updates in relation to the N4 Mullingar to Longford (Roosky) project, promote
the public consultation event and facilitate feedback from, and interaction with members of
the public.
The consultation was publicised through a variety of information outlets using a mixture of
online and traditional media including, newspaper, radio adverts and social media.
147 submissions were received through questionnaires submitted via the online facility, email
or post with 140 of those submissions stating they lived/owned property within the Study Area.
The Project Team are committed to continuously engaging with all stakeholders including
those people living and working or owning land in the Study Area and we encourage feedback
as we work through the development of the project.
The transparency of the public consultation process is supported by the production of this
report which demonstrates how the public consultation was undertaken and how the matters
60606576-ACM-VSS-SW_ZZ_ZZ_ZZ-RP-ZH-0001
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raised through the submissions received are being recorded and considered by the Project
Team.
It is anticipated that a second public consultation will take place in early 2021 when the Route
Corridor Options will be presented.
All

information

and

updates

will

be

posted

to

the

project

website

at:

www.n4mullingartolongford.ie.

60606576-ACM-VSS-SW_ZZ_ZZ_ZZ-RP-ZH-0001

Revision: C02

Page 2

Public Consultation PC1 Post Consultation Report

1.

Introduction

1.1

Project Overview

Roughan & O’Donovan – AECOM Alliance
Westmeath National Roads Office

The N4/M4 national primary route is 198km in length and connects Dublin (M50) to Sligo. The
route passes through the counties of Dublin, Kildare, Meath, Westmeath, Longford, Leitrim,
Roscommon and Sligo. It serves a vast geographical area and provides a strategic function
in terms of connecting the West and Northwest regions of Ireland to the Midlands and the
East of the country. The N4 provides access to peripheral areas of the country including
Leitrim, Roscommon, Sligo and Donegal; Cavan via the N55 and Mayo via the N5 at Longford.
Many businesses in these areas depend on the N4 corridor for access to both national and
international markets.
The existing 52km section of the N4 between Mullingar and Longford (Roosky) is a single
carriageway road that passes through or close to several settlements, including Ballinalack,
Rathowen, Edgeworthstown, Longford and Newtown Forbes.
We are working to improve safety and connectivity between Mullingar and Longford (Roosky)
and enhance overall accessibility in the region and to the West/ Northwest by resolving the
network deficiencies along this section of the N4 route.
The project will alleviate congestion in the settlements along the route, improve journey times
and allow for safer and more reliable journeys for road users, including vulnerable users and
users of road-based public transport.
It will also act as an enabler for strengthening tourism through improved connectivity between
Irelands Ancient East, Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands, and the Wild Atlantic Way.
The project will also provide for improved opportunities for active travel through provision of
dedicated walkways and cycling routes and support sustainable mobility through provision for
electric charging infrastructure to encourage the use of electric vehicles and reduce carbon
emissions.

1.2

Project Background
Previously a Preferred Route Corridor and Route Selection Report were published in July
2010 but at that time the National Roads Authority (NRA) advised that due to funding
restrictions further work on the project was to be suspended. Due to changes in environmental
legislation, design standards and in order to comply with the requirements of the Department
of Public Expenditure and Reform Public Spending Code, it has become necessary to fully
re-appraise the proposed project through the TII Project Management Process; Phases 0 to
4, including Scope and Pre-Appraisal (Phase 0), Concept and Feasibility (Phase 1), Options
Selection (Phase 2), Design and Environmental Evaluation (Phase 3) and the Statutory
Processes (Phase 4).
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As part of this re-appraisal, Westmeath County Council completed the Phase 0 requirements
and commissioned ROD-AECOM to deliver the project through Phases 1 to 4 of TII Project
Management Guidelines (PMG).

1.3

Public Consultation Objectives
The objectives for the first non-statutory public consultation were:
• to publicise the relaunch of the project following its suspension in 2010;
• to provide members of the public and other interested parties with sufficient, timely
information about the project;
• to provide an opportunity for members of the public and other interested parties to
engage with the process and to share with the Project Team any relevant supporting
information on the Study Area and Constraints that should be considered;
• to enhance transparency and public accountability;
• to build constructive and collaborative working relationships between the Project
Team, members of the public and other interested parties
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2.

Approach to Public Consultation

2.1

Public Consultation Overview

Roughan & O’Donovan – AECOM Alliance
Westmeath National Roads Office

During May and June 2020, Westmeath County Council in conjunction with Longford County
Council and supported by Transport Infrastructure Ireland and ROD-AECOM held the first
non-statutory public consultation on the project.
This public consultation sought feedback on the Study Area and Constraints within it from the
residents of the local area, members of the public and interested parties. It served as an
opportunity to generate awareness about the project and promote feedback. The first nonstatutory public consultation period ran from the 8th May 2020 until 26th June 2020.
To ensure compliance with Government guidelines and to safeguard members of the public
and staff arising from the public health situation surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic, the
consultation arrangements were adapted to take into account restrictions on public
movement.
Various measures were therefore utilised and adopted for advertising, circulating and
gathering feedback as part of the consultation exercise, these included:
•

utilising a dedicated project website;

•

circulating the project brochure and feedback form/questionnaire to homes and
businesses within the Study Area;

•

providing facility to complete feedback forms online; and

•

utilising the dedicated project phone and email for inquiries.

The feedback and submissions received through this public consultation have been reviewed
and considered by the Project Team as part of the project development
It is anticipated that the Route Corridor Options will be published in early 2021 at which point
a further period of non-statutory public consultation will take place.
The Project Team is committed to continuously engaging with all stakeholders including those
people living and working or owning land in the Study Area and we encourage feedback as
we work through the development of the project.
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2.2

Roughan & O’Donovan – AECOM Alliance
Westmeath National Roads Office

Public Consultation Roadmap
In line with the Aarhus Convention and TII’s Project Management Guidelines [PE-PMG-2041]
(January 2019), the Project Team prepared a Public Consultation Roadmap. The Public
Consultation Roadmap sets out the three phases of non-statutory public consultation and
various technical design stages that are planned in the development of the project.
This roadmap demonstrates when there is an opportunity for the public to provide feedback
on the project and can be viewed in Figure 1 overleaf.
As noted in Paragraph 2.1, the first non-statutory public consultation period ran from 8th May
2020 to 26th June 2020. The standard period for this form of consultation is 4 weeks. In light
of the restrictions in place at that time, this was extended to 6 weeks. An additional week was
also allowed at the start of the period, from 8th to 15th May 2020, to allow for the distribution
of brochures and advertisements within the Study Area.

2.3

Pre-consultation briefing for Elected Members
Westmeath County Council and Longford County Council issued an invite to their Elected
Members to attend a pre-consultation briefing on the project prior to the launch of the public
consultation period.
This briefing was given by the Project Team to the Elected Members of both Westmeath and
Longford County Councils on 6th May 2020 via an online forum. Copies of the information
brochures (see Appendix A), public consultation feedback forms (see Appendix B) and the
project maps (see Appendix C) were also made available to the Elected Members.
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Figure 1. Public Consultation Roadmap
.
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Roughan & O’Donovan – AECOM Alliance
Westmeath National Roads Office

Informing the Public
A variety of information channels have been developed to provide updates in relation to the
N4 Mullingar to Longford (Roosky) scheme, promote public consultation events and facilitate
feedback from, and interaction with members of the public. These channels are outlined in
more detail within this section.

3.1

Project Website, Email and Phone
The N4 Mullingar to Longford (Roosky) project website went live on the 8th May 2020, and
can be accessed at www.n4mullingartolongford.ie. An extract of the homepage is shown
below in Figure 2. The project website includes information relating to the first non-statutory
public consultation (May/ June 2020) on the ‘Study Area and Constraints’.

Figure 2: Project Website homepage
A variety of links are available on the project website including,
•

Home – project homepage;

•

Latest News – provides regular updates and news updates on project development;

•

Public Consultation – provides information of public consultation periods and events;

•

About – provides background information on the project and need for the scheme;

•

Publications – provides access to downloadable content such as brochures and
drawings;

•

FAQ – provides responses to frequently asked questions; and

•

Contact – project details on how to contact the Project Team via phone, email, post.

During the first non-statutory public consultation an online feedback form / questionnaire was
made available in the Public Consultation section of the project website allowing members of
the public to fill out their responses online.
60606576-ACM-VSS-SW_ZZ_ZZ_ZZ-RP-ZH-0001
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In addition, a downloadable questionnaire was provided within the Publications section which
allowed members of the public to fill out their responses and return via email or post.
The content of Publications section is shown below:
•

First non-statutory public consultation brochure;

•

First non-statutory public consultation questionnaire; and

•

Drawings of the:
▪

Study Area, and some of the known key natural and artificial constraints:

▪

Key Environmental Constraints

▪

Key Hydrological Constraints

▪

Key Archaeological Constraints

Copies of the brochure, questionnaire and drawings can be viewed in Appendices A, B and C
respectively.
The Contact section of the website provides the public with contact details for the Project
Team, including a dedicated project email address (info@n4mullingartolongford.ie), phone
line (086 059 9895) and postal address (Unit 23C Lough Sheever Corporate Park,
Robinstown, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath, N91 V340 Ireland). The email address/ phoneline
and postal address continue to be monitored and comments and questions received continue
to be addressed by the Project Team even though this public consultation period has ended.
There is also an inquiries portal which allows the public to submit comments and questions
alongside their name and email address to the Project Team. This feedback form continues
to be live for informational queries post-consultation.
Additional sample images of the project website can be viewed in Appendix D.

3.2

Project Brochure Distribution.
The public consultation information brochures provided information on the scheme including
need for the project, what was happening, your involvement, a map of the Study Area, a
project consultation roadmap and details of where further information could be found and how
to submit feedback and/or contact the Project Team.
To ensure that all stakeholders within the Study Area were informed of the Public Consultation,
approximately 9000 brochures and questionnaires were delivered to properties located within
the Study Area including the towns of Longford and Edgeworthstown. This measure ensured
that as well as registered property owners, tenants and unregistered landowners were also
informed of the public consultation.
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Roughan & O’Donovan – AECOM Alliance
Westmeath National Roads Office

Publicising the Public Consultation
The consultation event was publicised through a variety of information channels using a
mixture of online and traditional media including:
•

Press Releases;

•

Spokesperson;

•

Newspaper Adverts;

•

Radio Adverts;

•

Online and Social media; and

•

Project Brochure distribution.

These are discussed in more detail within this section.
The publicity across different media outlets helped to promote the consultation, and to inform
the public of the contact/inquiry methods available to them if they wished to contact the project
team and make a submission on the Study Area and constraints within it.
Westmeath County Council also wrote separately to all the residents along the previous
Preferred Route Corridor identified in 2010.

4.1

Press Releases
Press releases were issued to local media and were publicised on local radio, print media and
social media. Extracts from the Westmeath Examiner and Longford Leader websites are
included in Appendix E.

4.2

Spokesperson
Throughout the public consultation period, a nominated spokesperson was available for
interviews with the media to ensure the public consultation process was widely publicised.

4.3

Newspaper Adverts
The initial Public Consultation was advertised in the local newspapers the Longford Leader,
the Westmeath Topic and the Westmeath Examiner. Text for these advertisements can be
viewed in Appendix E.

4.4

Radio Adverts
Radio announcements advertising the public consultation were played on Shannonside and
Midlands 103 FM on the 13th May and 15th of May 2020 four times a day. The announcements
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provided information about how the public could engage with the Project Team via a
consultation process.

4.5

Online and Social Media
The Public Consultation details were also shared on Westmeath and Longford County Council
websites, as well as their Facebook and Twitter feeds. Information on the public consultation
was also issued to the Public Participation Networks (PPN) for Westmeath and Longford.
Westmeath PPN shared the details with their

registered community groups

–

(https://www.westmeathppn.ie/node/1364). These posts can be viewed in Appendix F.

4.6

Project Brochure Distribution
As noted in Section 3 above approximately 9000 brochures and questionnaires were delivered
to properties located within the Study Area including the towns of Longford and
Edgeworthstown to help publicise the consultation.
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5.

Public Consultation Feedback and Submissions
This section provides the analysis of the submissions received during the public consultation.
It should be noted that this report does not constitute a technical assessment of the
submissions received – it is intended to set out how the public consultation process was
managed, how many people interacted with the project, and summarise the issues and
concerns raised throughout the public consultation process.

5.1

Feedback and Submissions Summaries
The Public Consultation period in which feedback/ submissions could be submitted formally
ran from May 8th to June 26th 2020. This process has enabled members of the public and
interested parties to have their say on the project. During this period 129 submissions were
received by the Project Team. Table 1 below summarises those received up to and including
26th June 2020.
Table 1: Feedback submissions up to and including 26th June 2020

Questionnaire

Letter

Report

Other

Total

115

12

1

1

129

The Project Team have also considered submissions received after this period and Table 2
below summarises those received between 26th June 2020 and 21st January 2021.
Table 2: Feedback submissions between 26th June 2020 & 21st January 2021

Questionnaire

Letter

Report

Other

Total

11

3

1

3

18

In total 147 submissions were received, and these have been considered by the Project Team.

5.1.1

Questionnaire
The questionnaire asked four questions as detailed below, and the analysis of the submission
received for questions 2 to 4 are contained in the subsequent sections:
Q1 Name and Address *
* note this information is kept in confidence and is not available to the public
Q2 Do you live or own property in the Study Area.
Q3 If you live/ own property in the Study Area is it; Residential/ Farm/ Commercial/ Other.
Q4 If you have any information in relation to the Study Area or key constraints that you want
the Project Team to be aware of, please let us know:
A copy of questionnaire can be viewed in Appendix B.
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5.1.1.1

Q2 Do you live or own property in the Study Area.
From the 147 submissions received, 140 stated they lived/owned property within the Study
Area.

5.1.1.2

Q3 If you live/ own property in the Study Area is it; Residential/ Farm/ Commercial/ Other.
From the 140 submissions received who stated they lived/ owned property within the Study
Area, the breakdown of property type is shown in Table 3 below:
Table 3. Property Type

5.1.1.3

Property Type

No.

Residential

72

Residential & Farm

29

Residential & Commercial

8

Farm

16

Commercial

2

Residential & Farm & Commercial

1

Unspecified

12

Total

140

Q4 If you have any information in relation to the Study Area or key constraints that you want
the Project Team to be aware of, please let us know.
The fourth question asked respondents to provide information in relation to the Study Area or
key constraints for the Project Team to be aware of. The information submitted has been
categorised and is presented in Table 4 overleaf.
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Table 4. Categories of matters raised
Category

No.

Material Assets

118

Biodiversity

40

Population Impacts

39

Noise

23

Hydrology

23

Landscape & Visual Impacts

22

Archaeology & Cultural Heritage

17

Hydrogeology

15

Traffic

14

Air Quality

14

Planning Queries

14

Human Health

9

Soils & Geology

7

Further details on these matters are outlined in the Sections 5.2, 5.3 and 5.4 below.

5.2

Engineering and Traffic

5.2.1

Need for the scheme
There were several references to the renewed practice of “Working from Home” and the
reduced commuting which was being witnessed during the public consultation period and
these respondents felt that this pattern would continue at an increased level in the future and
the need for the road would lessen as a result of less commuting.
Several respondents acknowledged the current traffic congestion problems but made
reference to the need for local bypasses of the intermediate towns of Ballinalack and
Rathowen to relieve traffic congestion being justified but contended that a completely new
dual carriageway directly connecting Mullingar with the N4 at the Dromod-Roosky By-pass
was unwarranted.
Many respondents thought that the width of the existing N4 corridor at the eastern end of the
Study Area (Mullingar) is adequate and that any new route should maintain an “online”
alignment as far as possible.
A few respondents referred to the need for the overall scheme and welcomed the scheme.
Comments were made in relation to the difficulties in commuting, and delays at “bottlenecks”.
Many respondents expressed concern about the dangerous junctions with poor sightlines and
a number were completely in agreement with the project on grounds of safety and traffic
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congestion. Several respondents sought more statistics of traffic levels and accident data as
they become available.

5.2.2

Need for the scheme – Project Team Response
In relation to changes to working practices, working from home and future traffic demands,
the Project Team recognises these changes and can advise that appraisals will be undertaken
throughout the option selection process and future development of the project. TII are
currently in the process of preparing an alternative future traffic demand scenario that will be
used as part of the appraisal process for all National Road schemes and this scenario will be
used as part the appraisal of the N4 once it has been prepared by TII.
Improving road safety along this section of the N4 is one of our key objectives. The Project
Team recognise how the road safety is currently compromised by both the existing road cross
section and the presence of over 500 at-grade junctions and private accesses.
As part of the Options Selection Process the Project Team will consider all feasible options
that can achieve the project objectives. Further details on our project objectives can be found
in the Project Brief published on our Project Website.
Details are also presented below in section 5.4 regarding the need for the scheme under the
heading of economy.

5.2.3

Mode of Transport
Some respondents referred to the use of other forms of public transport i.e. existing public rail
network and that private road transport did not correspond with the Government’s policy and
that investment should be focused on alternatives to private vehicles.

5.2.4

Mode of Transport – Project Team Response
The Project Team will be undertaking studies to identify the appropriate mode of transport
which can achieve the project objectives. Further information should be made available
during our second non-statutory public consultation and details of these appraisals will be
made available in the Option Selection Report which will be published when a Preferred Route
Corridor is finalised.

5.2.5

Engineering
One submission made reference to the need to think inventively and proposed the use of
tunnelling through environmentally sensitive regions and asked that there be careful
consideration to the use of the existing landscape contours to reduce the amount of traditional
earthworks.
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Engineering - Project Team Response
Feedback from submissions has been collated and will be considered by the Project Team as
part of the Option Selection process where we will consider all feasible options that can
achieve the project objectives.
Details of these appraisals will be made available in the Option Selection Report which will be
published when a Preferred Route Corridor is finalised.

5.3

Environment

5.3.1

Environmental Assessment
Some respondents noted that there should be a requirement for Strategic Environmental
Assessment.

5.3.2

Environmental Assessment – Project Team Response
The requirement for Strategic Environment Assessment is outlined in the Directive
2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 June 2001 on the
assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment. Article 2 of
this Directive defines that for the purposes of this Directive: (a) ‘plans and programmes’ shall
mean plans and programmes, including those co-financed by the European Community, as
well as any modifications to them: — which are subject to preparation and/or adoption by an
authority at national, regional or local level or which are prepared by an authority for adoption,
through a legislative procedure by Parliament or Government, and — which are required by
legislative, regulatory or administrative provisions.
As the proposed development is not a ‘plan or a programme’ it is therefore not subject to SEA.
The proposed development, as a project, will be subject to the EIA Directive 2011/92/EU (as
amended by Directive 2014/52/EU) on the assessment of the effects of certain public and
private projects on the environment.

5.3.3

Community Impacts
Many residents of the Study Area were concerned about the effect the scheme will have on
the rural nature of the area, individual properties and the communities within it.
Many respondents referenced the potential negative impact on rural areas within the Study
Area. There were submissions which made reference to the ability of emergency services to
reach some areas in the event of a proposed new road whereas, others recognised the
existing difficulties in accessing areas and delays due to traffic congestion.
Several submissions referred to the existing recreational amenities in the area e.g. “Diving
Boards”, Portnashangan at Lough Owel.
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Community and property impacts – Project Team Response
The opinions noted in the feedback received in relation to potential community impacts have
been reviewed by the Project Team and will be considered throughout the various stages of
options selection process. Similarly, the opinions noted in relation to access for emergency
services will also be considered throughout the options selection process and development
of the project. The Project Team are committed to stakeholder engagement, including liaison
with the emergency services and other interested parties throughout the project development.

5.3.5

Property impacts
Many residents of the Study Area were concerned about the effect the scheme will have on
their individual properties. Also highlighted by respondents was the potential division (or
severance) of individual landholdings by the scheme.

5.3.6

Property impacts – Project Team Response
Each property is considered as a constraint and in so far as possible, the scheme will seek to
avoid and/ or minimise impacts; this will be considered by the Project Team throughout the
various stages of options selection process and development of the project.

5.3.7

Environmental Impacts
Several respondents made reference to the environmental impacts of the proposed scheme
and climate change obligations under the Climate Action Plan 2019.
Concerns were raised in relation to impacts on natural biodiversity, habitats and wildlife which
had been witnessed in their areas and were concerned that there would be unavoidable and
permanent disturbance.
Several respondents referred to Lough Owel at the southern extent of the Study Area in the
Portnashangan area of Mullingar. Respondents drew attention to its importance as a drinking
water resource for the regional population and its position in terms of recreational and leisure
use.

Independent reports had been commissioned which alluded to its importance.

Reference was also made to other significant waterbodies within the Study Area, e.g.
Ballynafid Lake.
Several submissions were made in relation to the area around Multyfarnham and the need to
preserve the unique historical, cultural, environmental standing. There was reference to the
known designated and non-designated sites of Scragh Bog, Garriskil Bog, Fulmort Fen.
Feedback was received in relation to concerns with the levels of both existing and future noise
from the proposed road as well as during the construction period.
Various respondents noted the presence of various archaeological features including “fairy
forts”/ ring forts and previously discovered remains and demesnes.
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Environmental Impacts – Project Team Response
Changes to the EIA Directive (2014/52/EU), include the assessment of a wider range of
factors including population and human health, biodiversity, land and climate as well as the
risks of major accidents and disasters. The Climate Action and Low-Carbon Development Act
2015 provides for new arrangements aimed at achieving transition to a low-carbon, climateresilient and environmentally sustainable economy by 2050. It builds on the existing National
Climate Change Adaptation Framework.
Over the last decade, environmental issues, such as resource efficiency and sustainability,
biodiversity protection, climate change, and risks of accidents and disasters, have become
more important in policy making. They will therefore constitute important elements in
assessment and decision-making processes for the Project Team throughout the project
development. During the option selection process the Project Team will be undertaking
appraisals of the environmental impacts under the headings of biodiversity/ ecology, soils and
geology, hydrogeology, hydrology, landscape and visual, archaeological, architectural, and
cultural heritage, material assets (agricultural), material assets (non-agricultural), air quality
and climate, noise and vibration, population and human beings and interrelationship
considerations. Details of these appraisals will be made available in the Option Selection
Report which will be published when a Preferred Route Corridor is finalised.

5.4

Economy

5.4.1

Finance and the need for the Scheme
Several respondents were concerned about the current economic position which Ireland was
facing amidst the global pandemic (COVID-19) and the direct cost and the future economic
ability of the country as well as the impacts of Brexit (at the time, the UK & EU were still
negotiating a future trade deal).
Some respondents made comments surrounding the use of funding to the scheme and listed
alternative recipients such as the health care sector, and housing. A detailed cost-benefit
analysis was requested in several of the submissions made.

5.4.2

Finance and the need for the Scheme – Project Team Response
The N4 serves a vast geographical area and provides a strategic function in terms of
connecting the West and Northwest regions of Ireland to the Midlands and the East of the
country. It provides access to peripheral areas of the country including Leitrim, Roscommon,
Sligo, Donegal, Cavan via the N55 and Mayo via the N5 at Longford. Many businesses in
these areas depending on the N4 corridor for access to both national and international
markets.
The main aims of the project are to deliver on policy and improve road safety.
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Project Ireland 2040 is the government’s long-term overarching strategy to make Ireland a
better country for all of its people.
The development of the project will deliver on a number of policy documents at European,
National and Regional Levels.
An upgrade of this section of the N4;
•

supports the EU Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) in relation to the
delivery of the TEN-T comprehensive road network;

•

supports the Strategic Outcome of the National Planning Framework in relation to
Enhanced Regional Accessibility;

•

is identified in the National Development Plan; and

•

is identified as an objective in both the Westmeath and Longford County Development
Plans

In relation to funding it should be noted that all key milestones during the project development
are subject to approvals and funding. Cost benefit analysis is recognised as an essential part
of the project development and these studies will be undertaken by the Project Team during
the future stages of the project.

5.5

Consultation Process

5.5.1

General Consultation and COVID-19
Some respondents submitted comments about the difficulties which they had experienced
making submissions due to the public health measure restrictions in place during the
consultation period. Some comments referred to perceived poor levels of communications
about the project. Some respondents complained of lack of notification about the project’s
relaunch and a few submissions referred to the Aarhus Convention and suggested that the
consultation and planning did not comply with those requirements.
Some respondents thought that the timing and method of public consultation was
discriminatory against those who were not IT-proficient, elderly or suffering from medical
issues as they were less likely to have heard of the project relaunch or would be
disadvantaged in making a submission.
Several submissions referred to the previous studies undertaken on the project and stated
that there is now renewed anxiety surrounding the potential impacts upon their property and
lives.

5.5.2

General Consultation and COVID-19 – Project Team Response
To ensure compliance with Government guidelines and to safeguard members of the public
and staff arising from the public health situation surrounding COVID-19 pandemic, the public
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consultation arrangements were adapted to take into account restrictions on public
movement.
Various measures were therefore utilised and adopted for advertising, circulating and
gathering feedback as part of the consultation exercise, these included:
•

utilising a dedicated project website;

•

circulating the project brochure and feedback form/questionnaire to homes and
businesses within the Study Area;

•

providing facility to complete feedback forms online; and

•

utilising the dedicated project phone and email for inquiries.

For those with no internet or email access details were also included in the brochure on how
to contact the Project Team.
In line with Article 6(3) of the Aarhus Convention, the Project Team prepared a Project
Consultation Roadmap, that outlines each stage of non-statutory/ statutory public consultation
and stakeholder engagement. This was also included within the brochure and continues to
be displayed on the project website.
Details were also included in the brochure and displayed on the project website detailing why
the project had to be fully reappraised. This was necessary due to changes in environmental
legislation, design standards and in order to comply with the requirements of the Department
of Public Expenditure and Reform Public Spending Code.
The feedback and submissions received through this public consultation have been reviewed
and considered by the Project Team as part of the project development.
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6.

Prescribed Bodies Consultations
On the 19th June 2020, 47 No. Prescribed Bodies were consulted in relation to the project as
detailed in Table 5. A letter outlining the project and roadmap for the project were issued along
with the brochure.
Feedback from the submissions listed below has been collated and will be considered by the
Project Team throughout the Option Selection process and the project development. The
Project Team will continue engagement with these bodies as project moves forward.
Table 5. Prescribed Bodies Responses
Name of Prescribed Body

Date of Response Received

Minister for Finance, Public Expenditure and
02/07/2020
Reform
Geological Survey of Ireland

20/08/2020

Inland Fisheries Ireland

08/10/2020

Irish Farmers’ Association

07/07/2020

Minister for Culture, Heritage, and the Gaeltacht

29/06/2020

Development Applications Unit (Minister for
19/08/2020
Culture, Heritage, and the Gaeltacht)
Minister for
Government

Housing,

Planning

&

Local

26/06/2020

The Office of Public Works

26/06/2020

Transport Infrastructure Ireland

26/06/2020

Coillte

07/09/2020

An Taisce
Bat Conservation Ireland
Birdwatch Ireland
Commission for Energy Regulation
Commission for Railway Regulation
Development
Applications
Monument Service)

Unit

(National

Development Applications Unit (National Parks
and Wildlife Service) (NPWS)
Westmeath County Council

ongoing

Longford County Council

ongoing

Leitrim County Council

ongoing

Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly
Environmental Protection Agency
Fáilte Ireland Head Office
Health & Safety Authority
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Name of Prescribed Body

Date of Response Received

Health Service Executive
Irish Landscape Institute
Irish Water
Marine Institute
Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
Minister for Communications, Climate Action &
the Environment
Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport
National Transport Authority
The Arts Council
The Commissioner of Public Works in Ireland
The Heritage Council
Waterways Ireland
Mullingar Chamber of Commerce
Longford Chamber of Commerce
IBEC
(Irish Business and Employers Confederation)

11/06/2020

Construction Industry Federation
EirGrid
ESB Networks
Bord Gais
Gas Network Ireland
Teagasc
Bord Na Mona
Irish Peatland Conservation Council
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7.

Summary and Next Steps
This post-consultation report has set out how the public consultation was managed, details
the engagement with the Project Team and summarises the feedback received throughout the
public consultation process. The transparency of the public consultation process is supported
by the production of this post consultation report to demonstrate that the points raised through
the submissions received are being recorded and considered.
The Project Team is thankful for all engagement and feedback thus far, particularly those who
submitted questionnaires and provided feedback on the Study Area and constraints. All
feedback has been reviewed by the Project Team and will be considered throughout the
Options Selection process and development of the project. The Project Team will now be
progressing the initial stage of the Option Selection, namely Phase 2 Stage 1 Preliminary
Options Assessment.
The Project Team have established a dedicated project email and project telephone to
facilitate discussions with individuals. We are committed to continuously engaging with all
stakeholders including those people living and working or owning land in the Study Area and
we encourage feedback as we work through the development of the project.
It is anticipated that a second public consultation will take place in early 2021 when the Route
Corridor Options will be presented.
All

information

and

updates

will

be

posted

to

the

project

website

at:

www.n4mullingartolongford.ie.
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Information Brochure
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Appendix B. Questionnaire
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Appendix C. Drawings
C.1 Study Area
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C.2: Environmental Constraints.

60606576-ACM-VSS-SW_ZZ_ZZ_ZZ-RP-ZH-0001

Revision: C02

Public Consultation PC1 Post Consultation Report

Roughan & O’Donovan – AECOM Alliance
Westmeath National Roads Office

C.3: Archaeological Constraints.
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C4. Hydrological Constraints
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Appendix D. Project Website
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Appendix E. Press Releases and Advertisements
Examples of Press Releases from Westmeath Examiner and Longford Leader dated 8 th May
2020.
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Text for Newspaper Advertisements carried by Westmeath Examiner, Westmeath Topic,
Longford Leader
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Social Media

E.1 Westmeath County Council Twitter Announcement
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E.2 Longford County Council Twitter Announcement
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N4MullingartoLongford.ie
Roughan & O’Donovan – AECOM Alliance
Unit 23C Lough Sheever Corporate Park
Mullingar
County Westmeath
N91 V340
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